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Sharing the love of Jesus Christ, Marygrove provides a safe home, compassionate %

care, and high-quality mental health services to children who have experienced
significant trauma, to restore their childhood, and equip them for their future.

DARIA'S STORY

Daria came to Marygrove at the age of 18 in search of a brighter future.
When her mother moved out of state, Daria stayed in St. Louis to finish high
school. She moved in with her grandmother, but her living situation didn‘t
turn out to be what she had planned. She was forced to move out of her
grandmother’s home which caused stress, resulting in her grades dropping.

Daria worked at a local thrift store and struggled to keep her job. There were times she
would have to stay late and would miss the last scheduled bus of the evening. When this
happened, Daria would sleep in a local park restroom until the next bus at 4 a.m. Daria had
no place to go but she had drive to persevere. After learning about Marygrove through her
high school counselor, she enrolled in Marygrove's Independent Living Program.

Daria soon received the care and support she needed to succeed as an independent

adult. Since leaving Marygrove's Independent Living Program, she graduated high school,
purchased her own home, and now has a career as a Personal Banking Specialist. Daria
currently serves as an advocate for Marygrove, attending special events to share her story
and the mission of Marygrove. Daria states, “A lot of things that I've accomplished in my
teenage years until now has happened with the help, guidance, and support of Marygrove.”
Marygrove continues to be a place where hundreds of kids receive safe shelter, treatment,
nutritional food, and compassionate care. A place where kids can call home. A place where
kids bloom. To learn more about Daria's story, visit https://bit.ly/3rfmHTI.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Marygrove Officers:
Robert G. Porter, President
Samuel P. Jenkins, Vice President
David B. Helms, Treasurer
Dr. Deborah L. Kerber, Secretary

Governing Board:
Nicole Amling
Bob Cerame
Kelley Coalier
Rachel Covington
Elliott Henry
Michelle Heavens
John Key
Brigid McNamara
Gary Meyer
Erin Rataj
Michelle Schafer
Kris Schuster
Mike Stengel
Chiung Tyan Tan
Michael Walsh
Ted Wheeler
David Wilson
Theresa Ruzicka, ex officio
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